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U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions chats with the Rev. Charles Harrison, president of the Ten Point Coalition. 
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Sessions 


gave opening remarks at the meeting in Indianapolis on Monday. ROBERT SCHEER/INDYSTAR 


Sessions pledges US 
help for at-risk areas 


Federal AG leans on program for crime-prevention model amid controversy 
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Another white Trump administra- 
tion official is exposing a deep rift 
among Indianapolis’ African-American 
leaders who use different methods — 
and different politics — to fight crime. 

The Indianapolis Ten Point Coalition 
on Monday welcomed U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions to discuss 
spreading its crime-prevention model 
across the country. Sessions pledged 


support, which for now does not in- 
clude funding, and announced the cre- 
ation of a new task force to promote 
community-based policing. 

“We will not concede a single block 
or street corner in the United States to 
lawlessness or crime,” Sessions said. 

Sessions is the second Trump ad- 
ministration official to address the Ten 
Point Coalition since August, a show of 
support that has angered some com- 
munity leaders. More than a dozen 
black clergy members on Monday held 


See SESSIONS, Page 9A 


“I do not believe we ought 
to welcome him. He’s a 
racist. He’s a liar. And above 
all, I do not believe that a 
black church ought to host a 
racist. His reputation goes 
out before him.” 


The Rev. Melvin Girton Sr. 
Retired pastor of Christ Missionary Baptist. 
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in Bailey 
death 


Chief says shooting 
was not justified 
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Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 
Chief Bryan Roach said Monday the fa- 
tal shooting of Aaron Bailey was not 
justified and the two officers responsi- 
ble should be fired. 

Roach immediately 
suspended Officers 
Carlton Howard and 
Michal Dinnsen with- 
out pay and recom- 
mended their termina- 
tion to the Civilian Po- 
lice Merit Board. 

The officers use of 
deadly force against the unarmed 
black motorist was not justified, IMPD 
said in a news release, and “rises to a 
level so far removed from accepted 
professional practice and community 
expectation that it severely damages 
public trust of its police department.” 

Roach’s actions follow an internal 
administrative review by IMPD’s Fire- 
arms Review Board. The two officers 
appeared Friday in front of the board, 
which consists of three commanders, 
a lieutenant and a peer officer. The 
board later unanimously concluded 
that the officers did not follow depart- 
ment training and policy. 

The recommendations also come 
less than week after a special prosecu- 
tor determined that the officers would 
not face criminal charges in connec- 
tion with the shooting. 

Bailey’s daughter, Erica, told IndyS- 
tar on Monday afternoon that she was 
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Storm damage muddies future of historic gym 
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MUNCIE - On Monday afternoon a 
slow trickle of cars looped past the 
Muncie Fieldhouse in downtown Mun- 
cie — one of few remaining active his- 
toric gyms in Indiana. Necks craned to 
see the gaping chunk missing from the 
top of the west side entrance, damaged 


by the EF-1 tornado that hit downtown 
Muncie on Sunday evening. 

The building’s future has been in 
question for more than a year, as Muncie 
Community Schools dragged its feet on 
fixing apparent structural problems last 
year before falling into financial crisis. 
Now, this blow further muddies the 
questions about the Fieldhouse’s fu- 
ture. 

A structural engineer assessed the 


building Monday afternoon. The district 
has not released the results of the in- 
spection. 

The district did say any Muncie Cen- 
tral High School athletic contests origi- 
nally scheduled in the Fieldhouse will be 
played at Southside Middle School or 
“another appropriate venue,” in a press 
release sent late Monday afternoon. In 
the release, the district also annoucned 
this year’s Christmas Sing will be can- 


celled, saying there is not another venue 
that can handle the size crowds. It 
would have been the 8ist year for the 
event. 

The release said the memorabilia 
room, located on the main floor, escaped 
damage. 

Muncie Schools denied requests to 
see inside the fieldhouse on Monday, 


See GYM, Page 7A 
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Officials: Church slayings might have 
stemmed from a “domestic situation.” 1B 
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